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	Background Information – Update: 12 September 2008

	
	Sino-African Orientation Exchange on Sustainable Urban Development 


	The Deutsche Gesellschaft für Technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ) GmbH is commissioned by the German Ministry of Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) to advance cooperation amongst Chinese, German, African and South East Asian professionals in the fields of urban development and vocational education. The initiatives are implemented jointly by GTZ and Tongji University in Shanghai and formalized through a Memorandum of Understanding between GTZ and Tongji University, signed at the occasion of the university’s centenary celebrations in May 2007. The Sino-African exchange on urban development is implemented by GTZ’s urban team in China and the university’s college of Architecture and Urban Planning (CAUP).



1. Issues and Opportunities
In their own ways, decision makers in Chinese and African cities alike are grappling with the challenges of the urban age. In China, urban growth, construction and managed migration continue to be core elements of national development policy. Economic growth has been extremely fast, access to urban infrastructure has been secured for most city dwellers, informal settlements have been rare. However, the social and ecological dimensions of the urban fabric have often been compromised.
Many African cities are experiencing significantly faster urbanization rates, often associated with unemployment, severe housing shortages, overcrowding, informal settlements, and inadequate access to social and technical infrastructure. African cities urgently seek new solutions to develop better living environments and sound urban economies which are sustainable and follow the principles of good governance. Concrete examples include innovative social housing programmes, representation of city interests through local government associations and different   forms of  engagement amongst cities, the public and private sector, and organizations of civil society. 
These complementary strengths and weaknesses may pave the way for cooperative learning and exchange innitiatives at city or country level, taking due cognizance of the vastly different economic, political, social and institutional conditions within and between the regions. 
2. Approach
GTZ and CAUP consulted on the focal issues and project planning since December 2007. In April 2008, the Urban Development Director of GTZ China and the Vice Dean of CAUP introduced the Sino-African exchange at the Planning Africa 2008 Conference in Johannesburg.
The ongoing exchange process will culminate in a one-week orientation exchange event with approximately 100 African, 70 Chinese and 30 other international experts and urban decision-makers from 9 to 13 November, 2008. The venue will be Tongji University Shanghai. The programme will include presentations of projects in China and Africa, organized and structured field visits in and around Shanghai and a concluding conference where the results of work done by mixed discussion groups will be presented and discussed.
The exchange will feature prioritized sustainable urban development themes that are important both in the African and in the Chinese context, such as ecological urban development, urban management, inter-municipal cooperation, city identity, rural-urban linkages, housing and social infrastructure. In the course of the exchange, the participants will explore joint perspectives and formulate findings and recommendations on these topics.

The exchange will provide an open space to the participants from three continents. Specific urban approaches, challenges and needs in China and Africa will be presented in a plenary session. International experts will present experiences from Europe and models of cooperation in Africa and China. 

Four mixed thematic groups will explore specific issues during field visits and working group sessions. 
Each group will consist of approximately 40 urban leaders, practitioners and students from Africa, China and Europe. In three days of site visits and dialogue, they will obtain a deeper understanding of core urban challenges and jointly develop  conceptual approaches to enhance the sustainability of Sino-African urban development activities. 
Moderators from all three regions will facilitate an open and direct dialogue, and capture core findings to be presented at the end of the event. To disseminate the findings and recommendations among a larger audience, selected contributions (conference proceedings, 10 practical examples and recommendations for further Sino-African exchange) will be published in a book and on the internet.
3. Participants

The orientation exchange is directed towards urban leaders, practitioners and students from selected African (100 persons) and Chinese cities (70 persons). Experts from CAUP and Chinese urban experts are both intermediaries and target groups of the initiative. Selected international experts will participate as presenters and moderators.
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