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Syllabus (draft) for 2026 CAUP International Graduate Class — Vitality of Modern City
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This class intends to help design background students to understand “often oblivious surroundings” for their
works. For an architecture, or a relevant design work, it has to be sit in its urban setting; as an architect, or
a relevant designer, he has to live with other urban dwellers together.
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Comparing to some design lecture which is meant to build up “outstanding mentality”, this course would like
to tell you how to stand among those usual “default context”, and recognize those common urban values,
thus, paving an easier path connecting to the professional reality for students’ graduated career.
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Panaroma of Philadelphia Delaware Riverfront Wang Yan from <Vitality of Modern City>
Introduction

This course will explore 7 powers driving modern city growth, based on Mr. Wang’s writing
<Vitality of Modern City>, presenting to the design background student in a broad humanity view
on modern society in flux.
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Modern city is the subsequence of society modernization and representation of human and urban
modernity. This course takes Philadelphia, Shanghai, New York and others as the epitomes for
urban modernization procedure, and explores the enduring driving forces of modern urban
development, by primarily reviewing Philadelphia’s 300 year history.
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The evolutions of Shanghai and Philadelphia are in sync with the modernization procedure in
urban history, and both are transformed from colonial port into global metropolis. As one of the
very first cities applying modern principles, Philadelphia offers a clear view to exam the truth of
urbanization.
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Designated for architectural student, the course also takes several micro-scale cases to illustrate
how a good design strategy can fit into urban context, by carrying the powers from modern
humanity.
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Course Design

This course is for 15t and 2" year international architecture graduate students, and can be open

to the students in department of urban planning and department landscape. The teaching
objectives of the course are:

an understanding of modern city evolution;
an understanding of basic principles of modern city;
an understanding of innovative approach in micro-figuration urban context.
application of principles gained in lectures and class discussions to create a report
(presentation) on students’ hometown’s evolution; and final research report on the
transformation for an assigned urban area in Shanghai.
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During the course, students will have a couple of site visits on 2 or 3 Shanghai local
neighborhoods and community activists, helping students to setup community view on the urban
issues and perspectives. Based on these interviews and researches, the course is expecting the
students’ version of Shanghai story in the final.
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In order to help international student have a better understanding of international design market,
the course also inserts several lectures on real design practice, thus the class will organize the
lectures by three groups:

a. Urban evolution and theory lectures, following <Vitality of Modern City> chapters, this part
lectures will take 50% of 16 weeks

b. Design professional lectures, this part intends to offer student a snapshot of design
professions thru 3 sessions:
b-1 How international design firms run their business;
b-2 What is the differences between architect and urban designer;
b-3 An example of urban design principles guiding the architecture works.
This part will take 10% of the course.

C. Lectures on Shanghai history from local community managers and designers. It will 5-10%
of the semester study.
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Course Objectives

The course meets the following learning objectives:

1)  General Urban Modernization Knowledge: course addresses design strategy aligning with
the universal principles in modern urban context; investigates modern city patterns and
history of modern city.

2) Urban Design Skills: as part of a class project, students will gain experience in research
methods, review community’s issues and challenges in its neighborhood evolution, and
how they frame and guide for their developments

3) Values and Ethics: Students will encounter issues of ecological sustainability, environmental
quality, social justice, and growth in an social-economic background.
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Academic Integrity

Each student in this course is expected to abide by the Tongji University Code of Academic
Integrity. Any work submitted by a student in this course for academic credit will be the student’s
own work. For this course, collaboration is allowed for group assignments.
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Course Readings

There will be limited number of course readings. | have an Al translated version <Vitality of

Modern City> for student, Some references, | will ask CAUP library reserve for the class. ( or
accessible online). Outside the assigned readings you will be tapping many of your own sources
for the purpose of data collection.
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Course Grading

Grades for the course will be based upon:

1. Homework Assignments. (30% of grade Mid-term) There will be one individual assignment
that will involve observation and analysis outside of the classroom and preparation of a 3-
page report and 6-7 slide PowerPoint Presentation.

2. Class/Team Project. (60% of grade, Final presentation and 4 -6 pages writing executive
summary on your project )

3. Self- and Peer-Evaluations. (completing this exercise = 10% of grade for) A critical aspect
of success in professional practice is the ability to fairly assess and critique the quality of
your work, and the work of your peers. At the end of the semester you will complete a
questionnaire assessing your performance and that of your peers in the class.
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Course Schedule

4 credit course in 16 weeks, each week has 4 classes. Should be arranged in 2 classes as one lectured time in

order to build focus and continuity for student, so that 2 days in a week, ideally arranged on Tuesday

afternoon and Thursday afternoon
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Date Topic Study
Introduction to course, Student-self introduction & Brief of his/her home town/city
Wi1-1 administrative details
Lewis Mumford  The City in History
W1-2 Background of modern g~ . L
society's emerging Yan Wang Vitality of Modern City — 7 Powers Driving its Growth
Power of Tolerance -1 Lewis Mumford  The City in History
W2-1 Cultivate Diversified Urban Life Yan Wang  Vitality of Modern City — 7 Powers Driving its Growth
W2-2 Power of Tolerance -2 Lewis Mumford  The City in History
Cultivate Diversified Urban Life Yan Wang  Vitality of Modern City — 7 Powers Driving its Growth
Power of Affinity -1 Lewis Mumford ~ The City in History
W3-1 Generate Shared-value Community Yan Wang ___Vitality of Modern City — 7 Powers Driving its Growth
W3-2 Power of Affinity -2 Lewis Mumford  The City in History
Generate Shared-value Community Yan Wang _ Vitality of Modern City — 7 Powers Driving its Growth
Lecture- 1 History of
W4-1 RuiJin 2™ Street Shanghai
W4-2 Site Visit & Interview of
Ruidin 2™ Street Shanghai
Homework-1 Ruidin
W5-1 Neighborhood Report
W5-2 Lecture- 2 Brief
Introduction of SH Evolution
Power of Regularity -1 Lewis Mumford  The City in History
W6-1 | Integrate Explicitly Modern Standard Yan Wang  Vitality of Modern City — 7 Powers Driving its Growth
W6-2 Power of Regularity -2 Lewis Mumford  The City in History
Integrate Explicitly Modern Standard Yan Wang Vitality of Modern City — 7 Powers Driving its Growth
Power of Expansion -1 Lewis Mumford  The City in History
W7-1 Weave Well-connected Network Yan Wang  Vitality of Modern City — 7 Powers Driving its Growth
W7-2 Midterm Workshop
Hometown Study
Midterm Preview
W8-1 Hometown Presentation
W8-2 Midterm Presentation
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Location & Hours TBA

4 Credits
Date Topic Study
Power of Sustainability -1 Lewis Mumford ~ The City in History
W9-1 Construct Resilient Framework Yan Wang  Vitality of Modern City — 7 Powers Driving its Growth
W9-2 Power of Sustainability -2 Lewis Mumford ~ The City in History
Construct Resilient Framework Yan Wang Vitality of Modern City — 7 Powers Driving its Growth
Lecture -2 How International
W10-1 Firm run design business
W10-2 Lecture -3 Xuijiahui History
Site Visit XuJiahui Tushanwan
W11-1 Museum SH
W11-2 Workshop of Xujiahui
Site Visit  Xujiahui SH
Wi2-1 Observatory & Library
w12-2 Homework Presentation
Power of Affection -1 Lewis Mumford  The City in History
W13-1 Promote Proactive Reaction Yan Wang ___Vitality of Modern City — 7 Powers Driving its Growth
W13-2 Power of Affection -2 Lewis Mumford  The City in History
Promote Proactive Reaction Yan Wang _ Vitality of Modern City — 7 Powers Driving its Growth
Power of Endogeny -1 Lewis Mumford ~ The City in History
W14-1 Build Urban Metabolism System Yan Wang ___Vitality of Modern City — 7 Powers Driving its Growth
W14-2 Power of Endogeny -2 Lewis Mumford  The City in History
Build Urban Metabolism System Yan Wang _ Vitality of Modern City — 7 Powers Driving its Growth
Lecture -5 Urban Design
W15-1 Case MIT Campus Evolution
W15-2 Workshop for Final
Presentation
W16-1 Preview Final Presentation
W16-2 Final Presentation

Shanghai Bund in 1930s

Wang Yan from Yan’s Sketch Book
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Reference List

Lewis Mumford: The City in History

Yan Wang: Vitality of Modern City — 7 Powers Driving its growth
Witold Rvhezvnski: City Life

Edward Gleaser: Triumph of the City

lan McHarg: Design with Nature

Christopher Alexander: A Pattern Language

J.B. Jackson: Everyday America

Wu Zhigiang:  Principles of Urban Planning

Wayne Attoe and Donn Logan:  American Urban Architecture
Rovbert Buderi:  Where Futures Converge

Jane Jacobs: The Death and Life of Grea
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