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Contemporary Chinese Architecture and Urban Culture: Architectural Criticism
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Architectural criticism is as much an act of creation as architectural design. In a way, it
reverses the design process by viewing the designed project, analyzing its parts and
deducing the underlying intentions. While architectural criticism is analytical in its method,
it is also selectively synthetic in the presentation of its conclusions. At best, architectural
criticism achieves its own form of concise, even artistic narrative.

The deduction of the underlying intentions is necessary especially in cases in which there is
little communication from the designers with regard to their underlying intentions. With
underlying intentions are meant all intentions including social and cultural ones. Frequently,
architects express goals regarding cultural and ethical value systems, economic costs,
technological performance, or they speak generally about the design's generating metaphors.
Architectural criticism should be able to assess to which extent these aspects of value
systems, costs, technological performance, generating metaphors etc. are factually realized
in the designs.



Beyond this comparative assessment, architectural criticism should also uncover the
unspoken, suppressed or even unintentional qualities of a design. Architectural criticism is
thus concerned with the context in which intentions are effectively translated into reality or
not. As such architectural criticism is concerned with the degree of truth in the realization of
conceptions, intentions, propositions, or theses into objectively analyzable, factual, physical
materialization. Thus, while the individual act of architectural criticism concerns itself with
a singular instance of design from conception to realization, a collection of architectural
criticisms reveals the ethical stance that this body of built work both constitutes as well as
represents.

This seminar in architectural criticism introduces students to a method that encompasses
description, analysis and evaluation within the context of contemporary Chinese
Architecture. It provides an outline of the methodology and a selection of case studies. A
descriptive and analytical method is the basis for an architectural theory, which in turn is the
basis for transparent building research.

The class meets once a week on Mondays from 19:00 to 20:30. Additional classes can be
arranged by agreement with the class. Individual communications with the instructors can
be agreed with the respective instructor.
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The seminar is structured in four components of classes and assignments.

% 1-3 A | Weeks 1-3

ISR BUBR 5 VPR 715 S R 291 2 5132 Introductory presentation of a theory
of architecture and a methodology of criticism; Topics and Case studies exemplifying the
method

% 2-3 & | Weeks 2-3

Rl SR 2 HUIF 0 7 L A S 5] R 51 1F) ;. Topics and Case studies exemplifying the
method
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Task 1: Summaries and critical commentaries

% 3-17 R | Weeks 3-17

Fl S i PR A A R R0 R 5 E A2 Topics and Case studies exemplifying the
method
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Task 2: Tongji CAUP Students' Architecture Award

% 13-17 & | Weeks 13-17
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Task 3: Student seminar presentation, preparation and submission of final paper, Tongji
CAUP Students’ Architecture Award Ceremony
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Task 1: Summaries and critical commentaries
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The first task for is intended to review the way architecture is discussed in public. For this
review, each student chooses two recent texts from a journal, newspaper or web site/blog.
Students should gather any information on the medium in which the text has been published
(readership, circulation, etc.). The first text should be an architectural criticism, the second
should be a more general essay, for example on issues of the environment, sustainability,
historical context, design or technical innovation, etc.

Prepare both a short summary as well as a critical response. Each of these texts should have
a length of no more than one single double-spaced typewritten page (250 words). In the
seminar, each student will present copies of the selected texts and speak freely about the
evaluation. The short papers will be submitted to the instructor for comments.
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Task 2: Tongji CAUP Students’ Architecture Award

SN REE ) 2 AR AR VP o [ 22 AEATRAE S B N LB PR 2
TFRETAE . AATRR S  — A B WA — 2R, A& Ot BRI W JRH Mot
PGl AT, A/ AT TR VPRERHERI R IE . 1SS
AJa, AT, SRR S A AR R A

FE N, SRR HU S B 5 BRI AR, W EEh Rk, AEAR AT AR
(WA EAERARMBEA R, DL 2 IR AE [RIGF RS2 2 35 Ty MR 27 B
PATIEA IS . T NI BT 2 P M ST AR BI85 o PP o BR824 A%
Ao MR, BABEEFITRKR, BiFMhIISmaE e

The students in the seminar constitute the jury. Students will be working in their individual
groups as well as in their overall jury. They will elect a chair, who will run the joint
meetings, and a secretary, who will prepare minutes of the conferences.

During the middle of the semester, all groups will convene and discuss the criteria and the
complete list. Following the discussions, there will be a selection process to reduce the long
list to a short list.

In the second half of the semester, students will also develop innovative ideas regarding the
presentation of the awards. This can range from the design of an interactive website, a



presence on social media — e.g. Xiao Hong Shu — introducing the long and short lists, to an
actual award ceremony at Tongji University CAUP at the end of the semester. Invitation
will be extended to the clients and architects of all selected buildings. The jury will prepare
laudatory speeches for the award ceremony as well as prepare the ceremony itself. The jury
will contact the shortlisted architects and invite them to the award ceremony.

Yk 3: AR GRARBT

Task 3: Student presentations and preparation and submission of final paper
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For the final task for the students, each student selects one building that she or he has visited.
Each student is to prepare a seminar presentation lasting 30 min (maximum 45 images). The
seminar presentations should include verbal/written description, evaluation and criticism of
the selected building.

Following the verbal presentation to the seminar, students will have the opportunity to
develop and refine their papers in communication with the instructor. The length of the final
paper should be around 12 to 16 pages (3000 to 4000 words), not including images or
footnotes/endnotes.

The paper should be written and formatted according to the Chicago Manual of Style.



